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Out educate, 

Out innovate, 

Out build, the rest of the world! 



- President Barack Obama 
January 25, 20 1 I 



Out “Perform” to win the future! 

By James Chapman 



Two students were formally recog- 
nized by Avila University when they 
were invited to the prestigious 24 th 
Annual Missouri Governor's Student 
Leadership Forum. The forum was 
held in Jefferson City Missouri and 
featured two student representatives 
from every college in the state. Avila's 
own Lisa York and Dani Price were 
nominated by faculty for showing 
impressive leadership skills in their 
daily lives. But their lives are not 
so average compared to the normal 
student. 




Lisa Yourk 
sent Avila 
Forum. 



and Dani Price were the two students chosen to repre- 
University at the Missouri Governor's Student Leadership 



Lisa York holds an impressive resume 
on and off the field. York is a full 
time student-athlete who is also the 
captain of the women's soccer team. 
She also works with the Student Life 
program for Jason Baldwin, which 
consists of putting together student 
activities all around campus. York 
is also in Campus Ministry in the 
department of community involve- 
ment where she and others help 
around the community of Avila and 
show a helping hand to others when 



projects need worked on. But that's 
not all; York also became a First Year 
Student Mentor here on campus this 
last fall semester. So between leading 
the team onto the field come game 
time, York also shows the same type 
of leadership in everyday tasks. 

Dani Price is also a player on the 
Women's Soccer team while at- 
tending school full-time. But when 
it comes to extra-curricular ac- 
tivities, Price focuses on a general 
department. She majors in Pre-Med 
pursuing to become a medi- 
cal student through Avila's 
outstanding program. Price 
is a part of the Bio-med club 
and is also in Tri-Beta which is 
the honors biology course in 
the science department. She 
furthermore is a lab assistant 
for the Anatomy department 
and helps others during labora- 
tory classes. Like York, Price is 
a First Year Student Mentor for 
the new freshman on campus. 

On their trip, they got to stay 3 
days and 2 nights in the hotel, 
and attend many different 
group sessions and confer- 
ences throughout the weekend. 
They also had the privilege of 
having dinner at the Governor's 
Mansion with the Governor 
Jay Nixon himself. These two 
women were great candidates for 
the esteemed forum they attended 
and have easily shown the reason 
why they are looked at as leaders on 
campus. With those types of sched- 
ules and lifestyle, York and Price 
were given the opportunity to do 
something most do not get a chance 
at during their time in college. 

Check out the Talon. tv on YouTube to hear 
from Lisa York and Dani Price and get first- 
hand commentary on their experience. 
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Out “Vision”: Is seeing really Believing! 

By Christina Parisse 



Some high school students go to great 
lengths to be accepted into their dream 
university. Perhaps you wrote an inspir- 
ing letter of intent or had a professor 




write a prestigious letter of recom- 
mendation when you were applying for 
schools. But you probably did not place 
a grand piano on a sandbar; 16 year old 
Nicholas Harrington did. 

Harrington had mysteriously left the 
piano on Biscayne Bay in Miami to evoke 
a feeling of mystery and magic. He told 
the Associated Press, "I wanted to create 
a whimsical, surreal experience. It's out 
of the everyday for the boater." 

This whole idea of Harrington's was 
to gain him recognition and hopefully 
earn him a spot at his dream arts school 
at Manhattan's Cooper Union College. 
When the piano was first dropped off it 
remained a mystery or perhaps a prank 
as many came forward claiming the idea 
to be theirs. Harrington had recorded 
himself placing the piano on the beach 
and had hoped it would be viewed by 
others as an artistic movement from 
a creative student. He has hoped to 
remain anonymous aside from including 
pictures of the endeavor on his college 
application, but once others started 
claiming his idea, he had to speak up. 

Harrington is the son of J. Mark Har- 
rington who is a production designer for 



the show "Burn Notice." Coming from an 
artistic family, Harrington's scheme had 
been approved by his parents after the 
piano had been trashed during a holiday 
party. Over winter break, Harrington, 
his brother Andrew, and their two cous- 
ins hoisted the instrument aboard their 
boat and left it on the most elevated part 
of the sand bank. 

The piano had remained unnoticed 
for about a week until a local, Suzanne 
Beard, drove her boat over to capture 
images of birds resting on a grand piano 
on the shore. Her pictures soon popped 
up on National Geographic and as you 
can imagine, the rumors sprung up. 

I asked a couple local artists for their 
opinion of whether they find Har- 
rington's stunt art or not. 

Philip Lucas, a professional photogra- 
pher, who has a Master in Arts from 
Pittsburg State University believes this is 
art. "The piano itself took on a sculptural 
quality, perched on the sandbar like a 
monument to something left for us to 
interpret. Very cool! I wish they could 
have left it there! I don't know what the 
intentions were of who put it there - but 
to some extent it doesn't matter. Art is in 
the eye of the beholder!" 

Kansas City Photographer Adrianne 
O'Kane agrees. "I would have to say yes 
it is art. But almost anything or pretty 
much everything can be considered 
art. The world is one of God's pieces of 
art, but it's not in a frame. Art is very 
subjective." 

Hopefully after all his hard work and 
creativity, Harrington will be accepted to 
his school of choice. The act proves that 
creativity cannot only be harnessed by a 
paint brush, video, or design. True cre- 
ativity can easily run off the paper if the 
artist can think outside the classroom. 
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0 ut(ing)3eef? 

By Christina L.Parisse 



Taco Bell: the college student's best 
friend. Late hours, fast service, and 
great tasting, cheap food has launched 
the restaurant into extreme popularity. 
Perhaps, like me, while you're stuffing 
down that tasty Mexi-Melt you have 
wondered how Taco Bell can afford to 
sell their food for so cheap. Or you are 
the person who would rather not think 
about it or know where their "meat" 
came from in the first place. 

According to a recent article on MSN.com, 
an Alabama law firm, Beasley, Allen, Crow, 
Methvin, Portis & Miles also pondered this 
very question. The firm took it upon them- 
selves to have Taco Bell's beef tested to see if 
it was as real as the Taco Bell advertisers had 
claimed it to be. 

Taco Bell's advertisements claim that their 
meat is 88% USDA inspected beef with the 
remaining percent containing oats, water 
and spices to help hold a moist consistency 
and flavor enhancer. However, the findings 
of the Alabama law firm 
revealed a much differ- 
ent statistic. The Beasley, 

Allen, Crow, Methvin, 

Portis & Miles law firm 
found after testing the 
beef product that it only 
contained 35% beef. That 
is quite a difference. The 
firm gave no details on 
who performed the test or 
any other information but it was enough evi- 
dence to sue Taco Bell for false advertising. 

Whether the accusation is true or not, this 
could mean big trouble for Taco Bell's brand 
and they immediately fought back. Taco 
Bell executives making public statements of 
false claims, they launched a new series of 
high dollar advertisements to fight back and 
reclaim their identity. 

Taco Bell claims they are not really worried 




about their business being affected. After all, 
they serve 35 million customers a week. Is 
this recent discovery really that shocking? 

Or are you one of those "Don't ask, don't tell" 
me what I'm eating? It is cheap and tasty and 
that is all some people need to know. I asked 
a few Avila students what their thoughts 
were and if this recent knowledge would 
deter them from future dining experiences. 

Avila student Bailey Carr feels similar. She 
has always tried to maintain a healthy diet 
but also was a Taco Bell fan. Carr said, "I 
used to eat at Taco Bell a lot but now I don't 
eat there at all. I stopped going 
there for a while because I was 
trying to be healthy, but after the 
recent news this sealed the deal 
for me, I'm not going back." 

Alii Stamer, another Avila student 
did not seem too surprised with 
the Taco Bell findings although she 
is still on the fence with whether 
or not she will dine at T Bell again. 
Stamer said, "It will make me think twice 
before I eat there again." 

Will other college students follow their lead? 
If so, Taco Bell will need to do some serious 
brand building to keep their business alive. 
Only time will tell for Taco Bell. 



"I used to eat at Taco 
Bell a lot but now I 
don't eat there at all. I 
stopped going therefor 
a while because I was 
trying to be healthy \ but 
after the recent news 
this sealed the deal for 
me, Tm not going back " 
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Out of Love: Verbal abuse, an issue to be dealt with 

By Taneeka Hill 



While many Americans celebrate 
Valentine's Day and love, France will be 
celebrating what love is not, abusive. 

France will celebrate their one year 
anniversary voting unanimously by 
making psychological violence an offense 
punishable by law. Currently there are no 
laws protecting individual's from verbal 
abuse in the United States. 

Verbal abuse has been described as a 
pattern of behavior that can seriously 
interfere with one's positive emotional 
development, and can lead to significant 
detriment to one's self-esteem, emotional 
well being and physical state, often leading 
to death. Victims of murder, physical 
abuse, burglary and rape feel this loss of 
control to their attacker. When someone 
is verbally abused, they surrender their 
control, which is taken over by the words of 
the abuser. The verbally abused individual 
then becomes a victim. Imagine that! Just 
as physical abuse can lead to death, the 
verbal abuser is killing their victims softly 
with words. 

France acknowledges that verbal abuse is 
unpredictable and often leads to physical 
abuse. According to the New York Times, 
supporters of the new law estimated 8% 
of women in France are psychologically 
abused by their partners and this number 
is growing. Psychological violence among 




couples is now considered an offense and 
punishable by up to three years under 
the laws of France. Research in the U.S. 
has been reported by the American Bar 
Association, aproximately 1.3 million 
women and 835,000 men are physically 
assaulted by an intimate partner annually 
in the United States. These numbers 



are still growing 
as well, but as 
Americans, we 
have not tackled 
the boiling problem 
which is verbal 
abuse. Psychological 
violence is difficult to 

address when our society closes a 

deaf ear to the issue as the starting point of 
the problem. 



i 

hate 

YOU 



Americans should be placing emphasis 
on the root cause of this cycle of violence 
before it takes a deadly affect. Death will 
not always be the outcome of verbal abuse 
although verbal abuse has been proven to 
be the gateway. CBS News, "Crimesiders," 
have insinuated that the “V" in Valentine's 
Day should stand for Violence Day due 
to the number of deaths associated with 
domestic violence on Valentine's Day. The 
evidence is clear with the most recent 
tragedy among others being K'Lynn 
Low, of Euless, TX. K'Lynn posted on her 
Facebook page her fears regarding her 
boyfriend Jeffrey Meekins. On Valentine's 
Day of 2010 they were both found dead in 
their apartment from an apparent murder 
suicide. K'Lynn is just one of many deaths 
associated with verbal abuse leading to 
domestic violence and ultimately death. 
Let's take a moment of silence here please. 



Once verbal abuse crosses the threshold 
into physical abuse, we are then playing 
Russian roulette with the victim's life. This 
is a game, as Americans, we should not be 
willing to take part in. This is why there 
should be laws in place protecting our 
victims of verbal abuse here in the United 
States. There will be instances of one 
person's word against the other but this is 
why we should be investigating the act of 
verbal abuse under the law in the United 
States just as we are investigating the act 
of physical abuse under the law helping to 
decrease the chances of losing a life. We 
are taught that "sticks and stones may 
break our bones but words would never 
hurt." We have proven this theory to be 
dead wrong. It's time we do something 
about it. Take the lesson from France. 

Let's close the gate. Start speaking out for a 
change in America's laws. 



6 • Talon Media • facebook.com/talon.newspaper 



Out Spoken sees the future? 

By Charles H. McDonald, Sr. 




Spirits were high at Kansas State Uni- 
versity as they celebrated Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. week. The school un- 
veiled its findings of a fully recorded 
tape of the historical speech. Many 
school officials had believed that all 
records of the speech had been lost 
as a result of a 
fire at the radio 
station earlier in 
the year. 



Martin Luther King Jr. prepares his 
speech at K-State in 1968. 



The Associated 
Press reports 
that last year the 
school received 
some surprising 
news: Shortly af- 
ter Dr. King deliv- 
ered the speech, 
a Wichita man 
requested a copy 
of the recorded 
reel -to- reel tape 
from the radio 
station - and kept 
it in his personal 
library. 



Tony Crawford reports that on Janu- 
ary 19, 1968 Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. spoke to a crowd of over 7,000 in 
Ahearn Field House on the campus 
of Kansas State University; the title 
of his speech was "The Future of 
Integration." He was invited to pres- 
ent an "all University Convocation," 
although today it is often assumed 
that he was a speaker in the Alfred 
M. Landon Lecture Series on Public 
Issues. It is worth noting that the 
Landon Lecture Series was in its 
infancy at that time with Alf Landon 
giving the inaugural presentation 
on December 13, 1966, followed by 
three speakers in 1967. As early as 
July 1967, King was invited to be a 
Convocations speaker in January of 
1968. The Convocations Series had 
been established in 1963 with Harry 
Golden, an American Jewish author 
and publisher, delivering the first 



talk on April 3. The subject of his 
remarks was racial equality! 

Dr. King's visit to K-State was a very 
important part of the universities 
history, and Dr. King's legacy. On 
April 4, 1968, less than three months 
after his trip to K-State, he would be 
assassinated in Memphis. Whether 
the university and the people of 
Manhattan accepted Dr. King's visit is 
uncertain. "However, James McCain, 
president of Kansas State University 
(1950-1975], believed in freedom of 
speech and that a university should 
offer its students and faculty the op- 
portunity to hear people from differ- 
ent walks of life and other countries 
to express their diverse viewpoints, 
as indicated above. McCain later ad- 
mitted that he received criticism for 
allowing King to speak on campus, 
just how much is not known." One 
negative letter was uncovered in his 
presidential papers that denounced 
him for inviting "the Communist 
stooge" to K-State, one that the "ne- 
groe community now recognizes as 
a phony." 

K-State Library archives show that 
the year 1968 was very special in K- 
State history. Not only was Dr. King 
assassinated a few weeks after his 
speech at the University, so was Sen- 
ator Robert F. Kennedy. On March 
18, Kennedy made his first public 
speech at K-State after announcing 
that he was a candidate for the presi- 
dency (the University of Kansas also 
claims that distinction but Kennedy 
spoke here in the morning and at KU 
later in the day!]. Kennedy died from 
an assassin's bullet on June 6 after 
winning the presidential primary in 
California. 

While Dr. King did not live long 
enough to see his "Dream" fulfilled 
at K-State, the words and legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., live on at 
Kansas State University. 
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The new era is said to usher in both 
Republicans and Democrats. According 
to President Obama, the people have 
rmined that the governing now be 
shared responsability between the 

s; Congress must move forward 
er or not at all. 



shared r 
'es; 



"The challenges to be faces are 
much bigger than the parties o 
Congress; bigger than politics." 



Today's world is much more different 
than that of yesterday's. Revolutions in 
technology have transformed the way we 
live, work and do business. Advancements 
and innovations such as these shouldmt 
discourage us but challenge us according tc 
the President. 

"As the first nation founded on an idea, we 
need to out innovate, out educate, and out 
build the rest of the world.» 



By 

Danielle Amy 

Tonight, the President 
of the United States addressed 
both public and congressional 
audiences with his second State Of The 
Union speech since his inauguration in 
2009. 



"We do big things." That seemed to be the 
theme of tonight's national broadcast by 
President Obama. At the start of the address, 
the President made gestures to allies and 
political foes and to that of the public debate 
between the parties of Congress. Yet, at the 
same time, made sure to remind us and 
Congress that we are all part of something 
greater; the American family. 

"Every race, faith and point of view are 
bound as one people; sharing common 
hopes and creeds which sets us apart as a 
nation. » 



President Obama stated that for people tc 
prosper, specific steps need to be ushered 
in and upheld. 

"We must encourage American innovation 
Spark creativity and imagination." 

Our generation's "Sputnik" moment, 
as President Obama mentioned, can be 
seen in the field of Biomedical Research, 
Information Technology, and Clean Energy 
Technology. 

"This investment will strengthen security, 



Race to Top Key for Students - Sy Donna P Alexander 
President Obama's state of the Union Address held on January 
25, 2011 tackled several issues important to the United States of 
America and its economic system — one of which was education. 
During his speech, he urged American families to make education 
the fore front of their homes, communities and most importantly 
their country. He expressed how education is the key factor in our 
economy for the purposes of exceeding other countries in the areas 
of research and development. "We know what it takes to compete 
for the jobs and industry of our times. We need to out innovate, out 
educate and out build the rest of the world." With concepts such as 
this in mind, President Obama feels that this will put American in a 
position to "win the future and beat out other countries" allowing us 



to create new indus 

Obama called for ch 
as the "No Child Lef 
incentives like "Rac 
based on performai 
as four year tax cre< 
jects such as math £ 
his segment on edu 
tion is essential to t 
years, fifty percent < 
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create new jobs, and protect our planet." 

With the new era ushering in, President 
Obama is dedicatedto educating our kids. 
Statistics have shown that 1 /2 of all new 
jobs require education beyond high school, 
that 1/4 of students do not finish high 
school, and the quality of math and science 
; education is behind that of other nations, 
f 

"Family instills the love of learning in a 
child." 

Success is defined by hard work and 
discipline. President Obama strongly 
verbalized his theory that a classroom 
should have high expectations and even 
) higher performance which has lead him to 
replace the «No Child Left Behind» law with 
a more flexible and focused approach on 
! what is best for our kids. 

The primary goals over the next ten 
years following such a change in strategy 
) ofeducation is to prepare 100,000 new 
teachers in the fields of math, science, 
technology, and engineering, to make 
collegemore affordable to students by 
L - making permanent the tuition tax credit 
worth 10,000 for four years of college. 



Overall, the approaches discussed in 
the State Of The Union speech in order to 
ensure a prosperous economy is to reduce 
if not eliminate the natioms debt. To do so, 
the President has begun to freeze annual 
domestic spending for the next five years 
which in turn will reduce the deficit by over 
400 billion dollars within the next decade. 

At the same time that the government is 
freezing the salaries of federal employees 
for the next two years, President Obama 
stated that current community action 
programs must be "cut from the budget as 
well. 

In addition to the Secretary of Defense 
offering the excess of military funds to help 
in solving such an issue, Obama is insisting 
that Congress continue to reduce healthcare 
costs and strengthen social security for 
future generations. 

"We need to merge, consolidate, and 
reorganize the federal government and serve 
the more competitive America.» 

President Obama's focus this year--Rebuild 
the faith in the instituition of government." 



A third strategy to be ushered into 
this new era is the idea of rebuilding 
America.» 

" To attract new businesses, we need 
faster and reliable ways to move people, 
goods, and information." 



tries and new jobs. 

Langes to our educational system. Acts such 
t Behind" were challenged and replaced by 
e to the Top"; which provides grants to schools 
ice. Enticements for pursuing education such 
tits and scholarships were also purposed. Sub- 
md science were the main focal points during 
cation. President Obama proposed that educa- 
he future due to the fact that over the next ten 
of jobs will require a college degree. 




by Belli Henley 
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Out “Raged” ... ...Is S/a/75 Something to bo Glee-ful About? 



By: Emily Heid 

Super Bowl Sunday: many are geared up for 
the most anticipated night in America. Blogs 
were abuzz over who would win and take 
home the glass football, and whether the half 
time show would be as flesh-filled, and as 
entertaining, as Janet Jackson's 2004 perfor- 
mance. If you watched you would know that it 
was NOT. 

But for some, the game itself was merely a 
means to an end. Some Americans watched 
the game so as not to miss the show immedi- 
ately following... Glee! The primetime musical 
sensation with Rachel, Artie, Brittany, and the 
gang returned with its first episode of 2011 
immediately following Super Bowl XLV. 

Glee, only barely half way finished with the 
second season, the show has garnered more 
press, more fans, and more hullabaloos than 
some shows acquire in their entire run. The 
stars of the show have already gone on one 
cross-country tour and have just announced 
their 2011 concert dates. They have become a 
worldwide phenomenon gaining followers of 
all ages, known as Gleeks, who tune in every 
Tuesday night to watch those darlings of the 
William McKinley High School Glee Club sing 
and dance their way through life. 

The show's characters are social misfits who 
are equipped with powerful voices that aptly 



lend themselves for heartfelt ballads about 
their daily struggles: mistakenly getting preg- 
nant, losing their one true love, or bemoaning 
the fact that JuVee is once again home. The 
show features anywhere from six to nine of 
these show-stopping numbers whose genres 
range from Broadway to hip hop. The show 
also recently snagged three Golden Globes for 
best supporting actor (Chris Colfer- Kurt], 
best supporting actress (Jane Lynch- Sue 
Sylvester], and Best Television Series - musi- 
cal or comedy. America is currently under a 
Glee invasion. 

Oh, but how quickly things change! There 
seems to be a new invasion in the midst, a 
British invasion to be exact. On Monday, Janu- 
ary 17 th , 2011, MTV's Skins premiered to three 
million viewers. Like Glee, it has garnered 
quite a bit of press. But unlike its predecessor, 
Skins' pre and post premiere press has been 
quite negative. Based on the popular British 
series of the same name, currently in its fifth 
season, the show is about a group of nine kids 
trying to survive high school. Sounds like Glee 
right? Teenagers trying to find their way, look- 
ing for refuge. While both shows deal with 
teenage relationships, sexual connotations/ 
humor, and the temptations of sex, each show 
approaches the material from vastly different 
avenues. Compared to Skins, Glee's flirtation 
with sex seems almost non-existent. 




Skins has been slapped with 
an MA rating and has ruffled 
the feathers of millions, 
including the Parents Televi- 
sion Council (PTC]. Many of 
the show's actors are under 
the age of 20, some as young 
as 15. The shows explicit 
use of language, drug use, 
sex, and nudity has forced 
the PTC to contact the Chair- 
man of the US Senate and 
House Judiciary commit- 
tees, as well as the Depart- 
ment of Justice, demanding 
they open an investigation 
into the show's use of child 
pornography. Because of 
the actor's ages and the 
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Student share 



high degree of nakedness and explicit sex 
scenes, there seems to be truth in the PTC 



views on Skins 

§1 January 24 at t:23pm • Uke ■ Comment Shire. She FTiertdsmp 



charges. 

Even the network's advertisers are 
questioning the content on the show. 

Taco Bell has been the first to pull its 
commercials from MTV because it does 
not want its brand associated with such 
a vulgar show. Although Taco Bell cur- 
rently remains the only advertiser to take 
such staunch action, there are reports 
that other companies soon plan to follow. 
Since MTV heavily relies on advertisers 
for revenue, this could force them into 
toning down the show's content or pull- 
ing it all together. Only time will tell what 
the envelope-pushing network will do. 

What seems to have most of America 
up in arms is the fact that teenagers hail 
Skins for its true depiction of what occurs 
in high schools today. While Glee skims 
a few of these same issues, it is still a TV 
show. Viewers are reminded of this when- 
ever the entire cast unrealistically breaks 
out into song, in perfect harmony, in the 
middle of the lunchroom. On the con- 
trary, Skins eerily hits home. It currently 
employees 30 teenagers to work with its 
writing team to develop the plot lines and 
dialogue of the script. In the February 7 th 
issue of US Weekly, Skins creator, Bryon 
Elsley stated, "We're telling honest stories 
about what kids are dealing with. ..Drugs 
or sex, we're trying to keep it authentic." 

The authenticity might highlight the 
underlying concern to these enraged 
parents. Newsweek calls the show one 
of the most realistic shows on television 
today. Now that is a scary thought! If 
that is true, what does it say about society 
today? Even more importantly, what does 
it say about this country's future when 
these teens are in power? How do you 
weigh in on this issue? 



Jes-b This sIbw sucks, iwatchid it. 

^ j i makes e nee dhat no one 'AO Lid wane to adverts during a 
J -v snow Enat no one likes, ft seems a little- racy and 

scandalous For us tv, as mtv became 5, mare and more a. 
iVeptk to iXKitiy with ihe shows it now b... 

See More 

January 24 at 1:2 7pm ■ Like 

lame? Chapman Advertisers dont hare spinn anymore, 
Everybody pul Is out so quickly aFter some harsh cammenls 

aboui the show to not look like their affiliated. This show it 
net that revealing. It J a sc lack* Interest and a good script. The 
world needs to stop acting so shocked when shows like this 
come a ut. Its 2G1L. 

January 24 aft 1:20pm ■ Like 

Don rid Alt: Hinder Anqulu Blackmon Advertisers have an 
mage ca uphole. Just like they booted Chins Brown ofte^ hit 
iricideni They could can: less about innocent or guilty, moral 
or immoral it's ill a. bout whit Ihe people they sale there 
products lo warn them to be. Is thai not what advertising is 
all about? 

jan-jary 24 at L:3Dprn ■ Like 

H Adriana P'Ovwcil I agree wth the advertisers backing out of 
sponsoring skins Far the bus ness side. It is a very ruy sliow 
and can potential v hurt the advertisers. Many people believe 
diat the sho*‘ Is very close to china pornography. And sa *lth 
that negative light on the d»pw advertisers are afraid to 

that same light cist an them, could be very very bnd Far 
business. 

January 24 it LIDpm ■ Like 

&n many PennlngTon I have not seen die show pars ora >ly buc 
• have watched the commencaK To me this- lodks like a racy 
show. I dan: see why people are shacked to this kind oF show 
being aired on tv because this Is -what i think is mostly on 
celeds-lon now days, 

January 24 at 1.3 2 urn ■ Like 
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See More 

January 24 at 1:3 2pm Like 

B Janet Bin** We In America hive such knee -Jerk reactions 
When it comes to sex and Efugs-. It j use amazes me thac 
people become brand new However, i c*o understand Mrfim it 

is it the expense of children and they iee-ui bo haw to gnaw 
up more quickly than they have to, but the pared tsof these 
dtflaen need to be looked at, and wlifi a shew tided “Skins', 
the advertisers should hove known wJihI they were getting 

into. 

January 24 art 1:3 3pm Like 



Hayley Keith Television has come to sHnjx- our culture arid 
how we view ourselves as citizens. With the show 'Skins' 
ne&is will watch the show and believe that. It's okay to drink 
under aged and have sex with whomever theyfecl. But who 
really cares? if yo 



Far ron Suezeih Esplmitl hive not seen die show bui while 
. I was rcaserdh ng "Sklrs" I saw a few pictures, and they were 
r-acy, so I undcrstar*ji wrof people frown upoon it. bur to bo 
honest younger audinces ire enperincing more, so shows are 
just putting uut what They know their audiences would watch. 
To Pc honest I think di±c die sponsors are backing oui 
because rt is not n good show, but they just needed an 
excuse to get out nF any corn-tract that they Fud. 

January 24 art 1:40pm Like 




Avila’s Annual 

Ethnic Food 
& Culture 
Celebration 



Thursday, March 3 
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Marian Center Dining Room 
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Out of Mind experience for Avila students 

By: Brittany Pennington 




There was a packed house on Tues- 
day February 8, 2011, when Avila's 
campus welcomed comedian and 
hypnotist Frederick Winters. This 
event was put on by the Avila Group 
Activities Programming (GAP) in the 
Whitfield Conference Center from 8 
p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Campus Activities Magazine anointed 
Frederick Winters as the "Campus 
Entertainer of the Year" in 2006. And, 
in 2010 he was named "Best Male." 

This makes him one of the top five 
campus acts in the country. He was voted by 
colleges and universities all over the world. 

From the moment Winters started his act 
you could tell he enjoyed what he was do- 
ing. Some students commented on how well 
of an entertainer Fredrick Winters was. 

"He was a very fun individual. He was 
very lively, and defiantly not boring," said 
freshman Chris Campbell. Campbell also 
said that he would definitely recommend 
any college or university to invite Fredrick 
Winters to entertain the students. 

"He was really funny!" said freshman Ka- 
trina High. 

Campbell was one among the many students 
that went under hypnosis. During this expe- 
rience he talks in detail about the things that 
he remembers doing while he was put into 
hypnosis. Campbell said when Winters said 
the word "sleep," he thought about being in 
the big city and everything around him was 
all very shiny. Campbell explained what was 
experienced when Winters said the word 
"pizza." 

"I felt that the right thing to do at that mo- 
ment was to stand up and take my shirt off 
to fix it, so I did," said Campbell. After the 
students were brought out of hypnosis they 
told Campbell that his shirt was not inside 
out at all when he was proceeding to take it 
off and fix it. A student said they estimated 
that Campbell took off his shirt about six 
times while he was under hypnosis. 




Top photo: Frederick Winters hypnotizing the students. 
Above: Frederick Winters explaining to the audience what 
he is about to do. 



While under hypnosis, Winters made the 
students do a series of things to get the 
audience laughing. To start off the process 
he explained to the students that they were 
in a theater. In one event he even made them 
watch a scary film. High explains that one 
student was so scared that he climbed into 
the lap of another student and wraps his 
arms around him, holding on tight and while 
kicking his legs a lot. She thought that watch- 
ing this was really funny! 

Before the students were even put under, 
Fredrick Winters explained to them that they 
would not do anything that was too private 
or would harm them in anyway. Some people 
have mixed emotions when hearing the 
word "hypnosis." But the truth is hypnosis is 
just an "altered state of consciousness" and 
everyone goes under hypnosis at least once 
a day. After seeing Winters in action, some 
nervous students' decided they would go un- 
der hypnosis if given the opportunity again. 
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By Christina 
L. Parisse 

Perhaps we do not need to worry about the 
sky falling just yet, but what about the birds 
in it? While the confetti was falling over Time 
Square on New Year's Eve, the birds were fall- 
ing over Arkansas. According to an article on 
CCN.com, approximately 5,000 birds fell from 
the sky and died an hour before the new- 
year officially began. This was odd for many 
reasons. The two primary birds found dead 
were Red Wing Blackbirds and Starlings. It is 
unknown why so many birds would have died 
all at once and also why they were even out 
and about so late at night, a habit not com- 
mon with this species. 

Keith Stephens, a spokesperson for the Ar- 
kansas Game and Fish Commission, exam- 
ined some of the birds to try and solve this 
mystery. After examining them he found that 
while their major organs were unharmed, 
there were blood clots and severe trauma to 
their breast tissue. It is hard to say whether 
this trauma was a result of hitting the ground 
so hard or something that occurred before 
hand. There had been a storm earlier on 
which could have caused the stress, and ac- 
cording to orthinologist, Karen Rowe, this 
is actually not that uncommon. A lightning 
strike, fireworks or hail could cause signifi- 
cant harm or stress to a group of birds like 
this. 

In Louisiana 500 red winged black birds also 
recently fell dead from the sky. As of now 
there is no known trauma or explanation for 
the incident with these birds. There have 
been several more theories, such as this was 
a government move in order to cut down on a 



bird population that is spreading too quickly. 
Whatever the cause, many people around the 
world have panicked with blogs and rants 
about the end of the world being near. 

Tim Smith with the Missouri Department of 
Conservation does not share this fear. Smith 
believes that it is very normal for these birds 
to die in mass amounts periodically through- 
out the year, especially in the winter. The 
birds flock together and eat together, making 
any sort of catastrophe that occurs harming 
most of the birds. Tim believes these birds 
were spooked by fireworks on New Year's 
Eve which caused them to run into trees and 
other objects thus knocking them out of the 
sky and to their death below. 

Smith also mentioned a smaller bird death 
that happened in Missouri shortly after which 
was at first thought to be connected to the 
Arkansas incident. The Missouri bird deaths 
were later discovered to have been caused by 
a run in with an eighteen wheeler. Smith says, 
"I would resist the temptation to make more 
of it than an interesting, but unfortunate, 
natural event." 

It may be "raining birds" and it could even be 
"foul play." We may never know for sure, but 
either way it's tragic to say "Bye Bye Birdie." 




Can't get enough of the Birds? Rent or Download 
Alfred Hitcocks' Classic Movie - "The Birds? 



Out Perform, and Impress! 

By Adriana Powell 



On January 17th Ben Auxier and Joshua 
Gleeson traveled to Ames, Iowa. Mr. Auxier 
was selected by a representative, along with 
several other students, to represent Avila 
University at the Kennedy Center American 
College Theatre Festival (KCACTFJ to com- 
pete for the Irene Ryan Acting scholarship. 

The scholarship is named after the actress 
who played "Granny" on The Beverly Hillbil- 




Avila University student Ben Auxier. 



lies. In November of last year a representa- 
tive from KCACTF visited Avila and selected 
Auxier after watching his performance in 
the play Fahrenheit 451. Auxier then chose 
Gleeson to be his partner for the competi- 
tion, not only because they are good friends 
and work well with each other, but also be- 
cause of the experience that Gleeson could 
bring to the table. Gleeson had attended the 
competition four times before this. Early 
in January the pair prepared two different 
scenes from other plays, a three minute 
piece and a two minute piece and a one 
minute monologue. 

In the first round of the competition Auxier 
and Gleeson performed their three min- 
ute piece along with 296 other hopefuls. 
After making it to the second round in the 
competition with only 64 other contes- 
tants remaining, the two performed both 
the three minute and two minute pieces 
and wooed the judges. For the first time in 
Avila University Theatre history the two 
students passed on to the final round of the 
Irene Ryan Acting Competition. This round 
consisted of 16 finalists; they then had to 
perform both scene pieces and the one 
minute monologues. Auxier and Gleeson 
came out of the competition as 2 nd runner 
up to the national level competition. This 
is a huge achievement not only for the two 
young men, but also for the University and 
its Theatre Department. 



OUT WORK! by Haley Keith 
"One thing I love about this team is if we want the 
girls to try something difficult, whether it's a turn 
or a trick, they are all willing to try it and make it 
happen, in some instances make it harder," says 
Coach Cindy Freeman. The dance team ended up 
taking fourth in both categories such as hip-hop 
and jazz. The cheer team ended up taking seventh 
in the nation. The team was pleased, however 
thought that they had higher expectations. 
"Nationals was really fun, everyone had a great 
time, especially on the nationals floor," says 
freshman Courtney Morgan. 
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Avila Students represent well at Kennedy 
Center American College Theatre Festival 



“Surreal!" said Gleeson when he was asked 
how he felt about making it far in the com- 
petition. “It's hard to believe that coming 
from a small university we matched, if not 
were better than, the bigger well known 
universities that were there," he added. 

“A mind blowing experience," said Auxier. 
“My time here at Avila University has been 
cool and I didn't really get a sense of per- 
spective about it until I was at this competi- 
tion, because in my mind I thought I was 
going to go out there and see all the other 
actors from huge and well known schools 
and be way in over my head. Then I realized 
as I looked around that, no I have been very 
adequately prepared by what I have learned 
during my time at Avila. It felt overwhelming 
to realize that coming from a school that is 
so small and relatively not that well known 
and to feel that I have been very well taught 
and prepared for a high level and profes- 
sional competition. It also made me realize 
that although other schools, thanks to their 
size and student body count, may have had 
as many as sixteen candidates compete; I 
wouldn't have gotten the one on one atten- 
tion from my professors like Robert Faulk 
who was with us every step of the way, 
which helped me get to where I am. To sum 
it all up, my time here at Avila and at the 
competition has been a really cool experi- 
ence for me and I have had a lot of oppor- 
tunities here that I don't think I would have 




Avila University student Joshua Gleeson. 



had at any other school." 

This win is another real life example of why 
paying for a private school education can 
benefit students in the long run. There are 
high hopes for next year's competition. The 
Talon wishes the best of luck to the Theatre 
Department as they take on more competi- 
tions and their performances for the year. 
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Budget 



Car and Truck Rental 




America^ 

Drive* /ft 



Two Great Choices in Overland Park!! 



Enjoy all the comforts of home at Drury Hotels of 
Overland Park. Both hotels provide great extras like: 

• FREE HOT !Qli//(S TART* Breakfast Expanded GDnnnent3l Breakfast at Pear Tiee Inn 

• FREE Evening Beverages 6 Snacks (iM-Tpmj 

• FREE Local Calls. Voice Mail 

• FREE Covered Parking 

• Coffee Makers. Irons, Hair Dryers in all rooms 

• Dick Clark’s American Bandstand Grill right next door 

Just minutes away 



/High-$pee7\ 
( Internet-All Rooms) 


from Avila University! 


f Wireless \ 


\ Wjrtless Lobby/ 




[ Internet-All ) 
\Rooms 6 Lobby ) 



Drury Inn & Suites 

10963 Metcalf Ave. • Overland Park. KS 
913*345-1500 



Pear Tree Inn by Drurv 

10951 Metcalf Ave, • Overland Park. KS 
913-451*0200 



Ask for the Special Avila University Rate 
druryhotels.com • 1-800 DRURYINN 



30% off clothes and gifts 

Avila Bookstore Coupon 

Good Through March 31,2011 




r 

535 East Red Bridge Road 




8975 Metcalf ' 


Kansas City, MO. 64 1 3 1 


PVWN 


Overland Park, KS. 66212 


816.941.8585 


BROS 

COFFEE, 


913.381.3030 
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